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Spagnoli & Brivanlou Dev. Biol. 2006
Spagnoli FM CMLS 2007
Sapkota, Alarcon, Spagnoli, et al. Mol. Cell
2007
Spagnoli & Brivanlou Development 2008
Spagnoli, Rosa, Brivanlou Dev. Cell 2009

Amicone, Spagnoli et al. 
Embo J. 1997
Spagnoli et al. J. Cell 
Biol. 1998
Spagnoli et al. J. Cell 
Science 2000

Molecular Specification of Embryonic Pancreas

Identification of a Bipotential Hepatic Precursor Cell Line
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My Career

Ph. D.  I nst i t ut
Past eur ,  

Fr anceM. D.  Uni ver si t y La Sapi enza,  

I t al y Post - Doc
The Rockef el l er  Uni ver si t y,  

USA PI
Max- Del br uck- Cent er - Ber l i n,  G

Resear ch Associ at e
The Rockef el l er  

Uni ver si t y,  USA

Funding: JDRF; Emerald Foundation; Women & Science



HELMHOLTZ ASSOCIATION:
16 RESEARCH CENTERS

• Alfred Wegener Institute for Polar and Marine 
Research

• Deutsches Elektronen-Synchrotron DESY
• German Cancer Research Center (DFKZ)
• German Centre for Neurodegenerative Diseases
• Deutsches Zentrum für Luft- und Raumfahrt
• Forschungszentrum Jülich
• Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT) 
• GSI Helmholtz Centre for Heavy Ion Research
• GKSS Research Centre Geesthacht
• Helmholtz-Zentrum Berlin für Materialien und 

Energie
• Helmholtz Centre for Environmental Research -

UFZ
• Helmholtz Centre for Infection Research
• Helmholtz Zentrum München for Environmental 

Health
• Helmholtz Centre Potsdam GFZ for Geosciences
• Max Delbrueck Center for Molecular Medicine 

Max Delbrueck Center
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HELMHOLTZ YOUNG INVESTIGATOR 
GROUP

� Program for Young Researcher to offer 
Scientific Independence in an Early 
Career Stage

� Good Financial Resources for Research
� Reliable Career Prospects based on 

proven research performance (tenure 
track option)

� Foreign or German Scientists abroad
� Requirements: 2-6 years after PhD
� Requirements: Scientific Excellence

Junior Group Leader Position
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1. International Call for Proposals 
(Ads in Science , Nature ) 

The next call for proposals will be 
published next February in Nature, Science 
and Helmholtz website !

2. Selection :

• First Selection by the Helmholtz Centre 
(normal job application)

• Evaluation of the Proposal from 
International Reviewers

• Interdisciplinary Panel decision on the 
basis of an oral presentation and 
proposal evaluation

SELECTION PROCESS

Job Application



Package for Young 
Investigator Group Leaders

� 250.000 per year (staff, small
equipment, material)

� Funding period of 5 years
� Responsibility for budget and personnel
� Access the large scale facilities and 

infrastructure of the Helmholtz Centre
� Network
� Cooperation with University 

(supervision of PhD Students, teaching)
� Tenure Option
� Soft Skill Course: Leadership

Offer



London, 25/09/2009
Berit Dannenberg

My First Steps

� Get Advice from your own network 
(friends, PI, supervisors, etc..)

� Reading Books
� Search for Personnel (TA, 

recruitment of PhD students) 
before starting !

� Lab. set up (together with my TA)
� Real experiments start !
� Writing Grants: ERC and Marie 

Curie - IRG



THANK YOU!

My lab. now



Some BOOKS 
references:

� “Successful Scientific Writing“
Matthews, Bowens and Matthews

� “Making the Right Moves“ HHMI

� Writing Workshops

� “At the Elm“ K. 
Barker

� “Writing Successful Science 
Proposals “ Friedland and Folt


